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MARIA ACKRÉN

Maria Ackrén is an associate professor in political science at Ilisimatusarfik/University of Greenland. 
She has worked there since 2011, but she has also taught and researched at Åbo Akademi in Finland 
since 2005 and been a guest lecturer at Mid Sweden University in Östersund in Sweden. Her research 
profile is focused on autonomous areas in the world with a special focus on the Nordic autonomous 
territories Greenland, the Faroe Islands and Åland. Maria is also interested in international rela-
tions in an Arctic/Greenlandic context, island studies, regional parties and qualitative methods. Her 
research is typically in the area between comparative and international politics. She is active in the 
following networks: UArctic Network on Geopolitics and Security, Global Research Network on Com-
parative Territorial Autonomies and similar networks. Maria is also an associate professor at Åbo Aka-
demi in Finland and an affiliated researcher at Åland’s Peace Institute, the Institute of International 
Affairs and its Research Centers, the Center for Small State Studies and the Center for Arctic Policy 
Studies at the University of Iceland. She has participated in various Nordic and international projects.

ELISABETH ALBER

Elisabeth Alber leads the research group Participation and Innovations at the Eurac Research Institute 
for Comparative Federalism, and the program Eurac Research Federal Scholar. At the University of 
Innsbruck, she lectures on law and policy-making in federal systems. Her latest publications include 
Federalism and constitutionalism: a relation based on interdependency (2023), Federalism and Ethnic 
Relations (2022), Language realities and policies in Italy (2022), an edited volume on direct and 
deliberative democracy in European multilevel systems (2021) and South Tyrol’s Model of Conflict Re-
solution: Territorial Autonomy and Power-Sharing (2021). Elisabeth holds external associate positions 
at the Centre for Deliberative Democracy and Global Governance at the University of Canberra and 
the Centre for Multilevel Federalism of the Institute of Social Sciences in New Delhi. She is a member 
of the Scientific Committees of the KDZ-Centre for public administration research and the Alexander 
Langer Foundation. As co-convenor of the IACL-Research Group Constitutionalism and Societal Plura-
lism, she coordinated the IACL blog symposium Constitutionalism and Pluralism in Overseas France 
(2020).

Info 
www.autonomyexperience.org
www.world-autonomies.info

SPEAKERS
Maria Ackrén, Associate Professor in Political Science at Ilisimatusarfik/University of Greenland
Elisabeth Alber, Senior Researcher at the Institute for Comparative Federalism, Eurac Research

MODERATOR
Sergiu Constantin, Senior Researcher at the Institute for Minority Rights, Eurac Research

Link for registration:
https://scientificnet.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJErc-utqzgrHdFyUCEu1172r-Mx6tIdL_4V


