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SIA SPILIOPOULOU ÅKERMARK 

Jur. Dr., Associate Professor in International Law (Uppsala University) and Director at the Åland 
Islands Peace Institute (Mariehamn, Finland). Sia has worked in academia as well as with non-gover-
nmental organizations and research institutions in Europe, East Africa and the USA. Her work focuses 
on diversity, pluralism, minorities, territorial autonomy solutions as well as on legal restraints in 
securitization and the use of force. In 2018 she completed a large multidisciplinary project entitled 
“Demilitarization in an increasingly militarized world: International perspectives in a multilevel 
framework”. She served for many years as expert member and president of the Advisory Committee 
on the Framework Convention on National Minorities of the Council of Europe. Among her works 
are: Justifications of Minority Protection in International Law (Kluwer 1997), Towards Openly Multilingual 
Policies and Practices Assessing Minority Language Maintenance Across Europe co-authored with J. Laa-
kso, A. Sarhimaa and R. Toivanen (Multilingual Matters, 2016), Demilitarization and International law 
in Context – The Åland Islands, co-authored with S. Heinikoski and P. Kleemola-Juntunen (Routledge, 
2018) and “The Faroe Islands, Greenland and the Åland Islands in Nordic Cooperation”, with K. Creutz 
(FIIA, 2021).

ELISABETH ALBER

Senior Researcher and Head of the “Federal Scholar in Residence Program” at the Institute for 
Comparative Federalism of Eurac Research. Elisabeth’s work examines law and politics in federal and 
regional States, minority rights and territorial autonomies, institutional innovations, and participa-
tory democracy. She also has a keen interest in decentralization processes, cross-border cooperation, 
and civic education. Her recent publications include “South Tyrol’s Model of Conflict Resolution: Terri-
torial Autonomy and Power-Sharing” (in Power-Sharing in Europe, edited by S. Keil and A. McCulloch, 
Palgrave 2021), Von Government zu Governance. Direkte und Deliberative Demokratie in europäischen 
Mehrebenensystemen (co-editor with C. Zwilling, Nomos 2021), “Academic Freedom and Cross-Border 
Cooperation: Conceptual Reflections and a Contextual Analysis in Relation to the South Tyrol Alpine 
Borderland” (in Academic Freedom under Pressure, edited by L. Violini et al., Springer 2021). She 
is vice-president of the South Tyrolean Political Science Association (where she co-edits the South 
Tyrolean Political Science Yearbook) and co-convenor of the IACL-Research Group Constitutionalism 
and Societal Pluralism.

Info 
www.autonomyexperience.org
www.world-autonomies.info

SPEAKERS
Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark, Associate Professor in International Law at Uppsala University and Director 
of the Åland Islands Peace Institute
Elisabeth Alber, Senior Researcher at the Institute for Comparative Federalism, Eurac Research

MODERATOR
Karl Kössler, Senior Researcher at the Institute for Comparative Federalism, Eurac Research

Link for registration:
https://scientificnet.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XDcg1CheTHyzDEsE5Jeb0w
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